
T he Spring term is always a very busy 

one for staff and 

students alike as deadlines 

for exams approach.  Our 

tracking indicates however, 

that we should have another 

successful year.  

 

M any of our Sixth Form students have 

secured good University offers.  Claire 

Wilkinson has an offer from Oxford, 

Barry Cooper has gained a place at 

Bristol for Veterinary Science and 

Joe Mercer has 3 places to choose 

from to study Medicine.  Barry and 

Joe both took a year out.  

 

W e will be saying farewell to two 

colleagues at the end of term.   

Catherine Smith (Music) is moving to 

Manchester and Sally Landon 

(Maths) is taking up a new post in 

Durham.  We thank them for all 

they have done and wish them 

well. 

 

T he Schoolõs International Award 

expires this year, but our plan for the 

next three years has been approved and we 

expect to receive a further 3 year award.  

As you will see from this newsletter our 

students have visited 

Belgium, Denmark and 

France this term and we are 

currently working on links 

with schools in Russia and 

the USA.  

O ur Science faculty has had to run 

without some key staff this year but I 

am pleased to inform you that we have 

appointed a new Director of Science who will 

start in September.  He is Neil Williams who 

is currently running a very successful 

department at Lanchester St. Bedes.   We 

are also in the process of appointing a new 

Deputy for Neil.  We have been unfortunate 

with some long -term illnesses with key 

members of staff, but we are 

hopeful that they might 

return after Easter.  

 

W e have also been able 

to appoint a new 

curriculum leader for the Design 

Technology and Construction areas.  Nigel 

Wilford will take over these areas in 

September.  He is currently working at 

Richmond School. 

 

F inally, a lot of work has gone into 

defining the new form groups as we 

move to the Vertical Tutoring system in 

September.   We will be 

making appointments of 

the Pastoral Leaders 

next term and will keep 

you fully informed of 

developments. 

 

I   hope you have a Happy Easter.  
 

Paul Harrison  
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In the shadow of Mont Blanc  
 

M iss Magot has recently returned from a trip to the French 
Alps with 7 Sixth Formers, who were able to take part in 

work experience in  our French partner school.   Pupils spent 
10 days in the beautiful 
town of Annecy and were 

able to enjoy sledging, ice -skating 
and sampling fondues in addition to 
improving their French.   
 

S tudents worked as support assistants in 
both the primary and secondary schools of the College St 

Michel.  They went to lessons with pupils and were able to 
listen to teachers and pupils in a wide range of lessons.  
Teesdale students had to communicated in French with staff 
and students on the work placement and in everyday 
transactions around the town.  
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Denmark 
 

E ight Sixth Form students 
studying Geography and 

Environmental Science took part in a 
visit to Grenaa in Denmark along with 
Belgian students, to study recent 
developments in renewal energy.  On 
Sunday March 8th March we flew 
from Stansted to Aarhus, which was 
a great experience for two of the 
students who had never flown before.  
After a good nights rest in a 
traditional Danish hostel we walked 
into Grenaa to attend the Grenaa 
Technical School where we enjoyed 
an intensive but fun filled morning 
researching various types of renewal 
energy, working with our friends from 
Denmark and Belgium.    All students 
quickly formed a strong bond and in 
the afternoon we all visited the 
Kattegatcentret  - The Danish Shark 
Centre which fascinated us all. 
 

T uesday was spent travelling to 
the west of Jutland to visit the 

Folkecenter for Renewable Energy in 
Hurup.  There we looked at and 
climbed into wind turbines.  In 
addition, we saw a variety of types of 
solar energy and stood on a 
prototype for wave energy in 
Denmark.  On the evening we visited 
a traditional Danish restaurant. 
 

 

W ednesday allowed the students 
to roam around Grenaa and 

spend the Kroner on delicious Danish 
pastries, enjoying a Chinese buffet 
on the evening.  
 

T he final day saw us return to 
Stansted, followed by a ery quiet 

coach journey home, to be met by 
being given the results of our 
January AS examinations.   
 

A ll of the students would like to 
thank Mr Griffiths and Mrs Tyler 

for making their trip thoroughly 
enjoyable and showing us some 
amazing sites.  Thank you very 
much.   

Emily Wood 

International Links 

Montdidier 2009 
 

T hank you to all parents who have been sending forms 
in and meeting deadlines.  Unfortunately, due to 

large numbers wishing to participate in the trip, we had to 
disappoint a number of children due to coach 
restrictions.  A Parentsô Evening will be held nearer to 
the trip.  The full balance of £275 is due by the end of 
April, all forms and passport photos should be 
returned by April 3rd and the trip takes place 
from June 22nd - June 27th.  

Modern Foreign Languages 

Speaking Tests  
 

T he exam season is fast approaching and speaking 
tests are looming. 

 

F rench speaking tests take place between Tuesday 5th 
May and Thursday 7th May. 

 

G erman speaking tests take place between Thursday 7th May and 
Friday 8th May. 

 

F rench As and A2 speaking tests take place on Wednesday May 
13th. 

 

D ates for ASSET speaking tests are still to be finalised. 

French Theatre Visit  
 

A fter 2 very successful  visits from theatre companies 
to the department, Year 7 have recently enjoyed 

a performance  in French by ' Théâtre sans frontières'.   

Year 9 Belgium Battlefields Visit 
 

T his year the History department will be taking 72 Year 
9 students to visit the French and Belgian battlefields 

of World War One.  Whilst on the trip, our students will 
have an opportunity to see some of the most iconic and 
important memorials to those who died in battle, including 
the Menin Gate.  This year we will, for the first time, have 
our students taking part in the Last Post ceremony by 
laying a wreath, the chosen students (Tara Evans, Alice 
Wood, Lauren Wheeler, Chris Rutter and Nick Tuck) have 
all completed independent research on their families and 
have links with the Western Front. 
 

A s well as the museums and city centres the students 
also have the exciting chance to walk through some 

reconstructed trenches, authentic in their design and in 
their levels of muddiness!  We will then travel through both 
Ypres and the Somme, stopping at Commonwealth and 
German cemeteries to see the stark contrast in how the 
dead are remembered. 
 

A s is the case each year, we are sure staff and students 
alike will have a fantastic time admiring beautiful 

countryside and 
g a in in g  a n 
unforget tab le 
insight into life in 
the trenches 
during the Great 
War. 

LðR : Sarah Lind, Rosine Lawer,  
Zoe Howe, Tim Williams, Will 

Pickworth and Claire Wilkinson. 

The Old Jail in 
Annecy 

In the picture at the Kattegatcentret Shark 
Centre are Jessica Shield, Michael Dixon, 
John Raine, James Bishop, Jack Stabler, 

Iain Thomson, John Mason and Emily Wood 
Menin Gate 
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Arts News 

Pictured are: FrontðEden Kay, Oliver Hamilton, Becca Wearmouth and 
Ella Forster.  BackðAlex Harris, Beth Vasey Winston Plowes, Caitlin 

Jones, Megan Walker and Ruth Ransom. 

Teesdale School Soul Band       
premiere their new CD at Bowes  

 

I n February Teesdale School Soul Band 
(TSSB) performed at Bowes Village hall, 

giving their audience an excellent 
opportunity to hear the tracks from their 
new CD ñPlay That Funky Musicò. The 
evening was very successful, raising just 
under £900 which will be used to buy 
equipment for the Soul Band such as 
microphones, music stands and also to pay 
for a workshop with a visiting artist. 
 

M embers of TSSB performed during 
the evening in a variety of bands. 

First on stage were ñNo Idea,ò featuring 
Will Howard on alto saxophone, Lucy Child 
on tenor saxophone. Next came a solo 
performance by Louise Ford who was 
showcasing pieces on the tenor saxophone 

that she will be performing in her A Level 
Music practical examination. The final 
performance before the interval was by the 
well established group ñThe Experimentò 
featuring Louise Ford, Sarah Ford on bass 
guitar, Jamie Holder on guitar and Ross 
Landon on trombone. A particular highlight 
of the evening was Sarah Bell whose 
vocals were hugely impressive and belied 
the fact that this was only her second 
performance with this band.  
 

J ust when the audience thought things 
couldnôt get any better TSSB took the 

stage and played a storming set. The 
climax of the evening was a guest 
appearance by former TSSB vocalist Tom 
Richardson who sang ñHeaven Help Us 
Allò bringing the audience to their feet. 
Other highlights included two new numbers 
from the film ñThe Blues Brothersò: ñThinkò 

and ñMinnie the Moocherò. The latter 
featured Helen Hutchinson on vocals and 
was arranged for the band by sixth former 
Will Howard. 
 

T he concert was extremely well 
attended and in addition to the 

excellent musical performances there was 
an opportunity to take part in a music quiz 
and to enjoy some hot food at the interval.  

The Circus comes to Teesdale School 
 

R ecently our Year 7 students had the opportunity to try their hand 
at being circus entertainers!   Under the guidance of top circus 

performer Winston Plowes the students mimed, juggled, span plates 
and had the opportunity to watch a performance and ask Winston 
questions about the circus. 
 

S ally Watson and Daniel Bell commented ñit was really good, Winston was very funny, it was a lot harder than we thought, we 
are so glad that we did it and would love to do it again, Winston is 
very cleverò  
 

D avid Ferrari, our Director of Arts and Design said "Here was a 
really exciting opportunity for our students to meet and work with 

a real circus performer. All Year 7 students examine the lives of 
circus characters as part of their Drama curriculum and we have 
wanted to them to meet a real performer for a long time now. What 
was so special about the workshop run by Winston Plowes was that 
not only did they get to watch one of the country's top performers in 
their field, they also had the opportunity to be taught circus skills and 

to ask Winston questions about his life and work. As Winston said, 
ñthey were among the most interesting questions he had been asked 
by young peopleò.  
 

ñT he work shops ran over the entire day and were a great 
success; the students who attended were captivated by the 

whole experience and were a credit to the schoolò.  Said Nicole 
Read, Head of Year 7.  
 

W inston Plowes is a member of comedy juggling duo 'The 
Curious 

Eyebrows' and has 
worked extensively as a 
performer including 
appearances on 
television, most recently 
with Peter Kay. 

The  
Teesdale 

School Soul 
Band  

CD is now 
available to 
purchase 
from the 

school office 
priced at £6 

Witham Hall Teesdale Showcase  
 

S ix ensembles which rehearse at Teesdale School gave a marvellous concert at the Witham on Thursday 12 March. Opening 
the first half were the Teesdale District Orchestra directed by upper strings tutor Sue Lawton who played a variety of 

�S�L�H�F�H�V�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�� �F�O�D�V�V�L�F�D�O�� �D�Q�G�� �F�R�Q�W�H�P�S�R�U�D�U�\�� �U�H�S�H�U�W�R�L�U�H�� �I�L�Q�L�V�K�L�Q�J�� �Z�L�W�K�� �D�� �O�L�Y�H�O�\�� �U�H�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �µ�'�U�X�Q�N�H�Q��
�V�D�L�O�R�U�¶���� �7�K�H�\�� �Z�H�U�H�� �I�R�O�O�R�Z�H�G�� �E�\�� �µ�1�R�� �$�G�G�H�G�� �6�X�J�D�U�¶���� �R�X�U�� �P�D�G�U�L�J�D�O�� �J�U�R�X�S�� �X�Q�G�H�U�� �W�K�H�� �G�L�U�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �V�L�Q�J�L�Q�J�� �W�H�D�F�K�H�U�� �-�D�Q�H��
�)�R�U�G���� �+�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�V�� �U�D�Q�J�H�G�� �I�U�R�P�� �$�I�U�L�F�D�Q�� �W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �µ�:�L�P�R�Z�H�¶�� �W�R�� �6�R�Q�J�� �I�R�U�� �$�W�K�H�Q�H�� �E�\�� �-�R�K�Q�� �7�D�Y�H�Q�H�U���� �7�K�H�� �I�L�U�V�W�� �K�D�O�I��
concluded with the debut performance of the Teesdale Saxophone Sextet under the direction of Andy Bennett.  
�7�K�H�L�U�� �K�L�J�K�O�\�� �D�F�F�R�P�S�O�L�V�K�H�G�� �S�H�U�I�R�U�P�D�Q�F�H�� �I�H�D�W�X�U�H�G�� �:�L�O�O�� �+�R�Z�D�U�G�� �R�Q�� �V�R�S�U�D�Q�R�� �V�D�[�R�S�K�R�Q�H�� �L�Q�� �µ�&�R�Q�F�H�U�W�R�� �I�R�U�� �&�R�R�W�L�H�¶�� �E�\��
Duke Ellington. 
 

T he second half began with another debut group, the Teesdale School Angel Strings.  It was evident that a lot of effort and 
enjoyment had gone into this wonderful new ensemble and not least from maths teacher Sally Landon who also plays the violin 

�Z�R�Q�G�H�U�I�X�O�O�\�����7�K�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���W�H�D�F�K�H�U�V���D�G�P�L�U�D�E�O�\���L�Q�W�H�U�S�U�H�W�H�G���U�H�S�H�U�W�R�L�U�H���D�V���G�L�Y�H�U�V�H���D�V���3�D�F�K�H�O�E�H�O�¶�V���&�D�Q�R�Q���D�Q�G���$�%�%�$�����1�H�[�W�����V�W�X�G�Hnts 
Amy Bowers (Year 10) and Sophie Betton (Year 13) directed their own Choir who sang a variety of rounds and part songs with 
�F�R�Q�I�L�G�H�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���I�X�Q�����E�H�I�R�U�H���H�Q�G�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���µ�$���Z�K�R�O�H���Q�H�Z���Z�R�U�O�G�¶�����7�R���I�L�Q�L�V�K�����<�H�D�U���������V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���/�R�X�L�V�H���)�R�U�G���G�L�U�H�F�W�H�G���W�K�H���6�R�X�O���%�D�Q�G���%�D�Eies in 
three foot -tapping numbers including the The Shoop Shoop Song by Cher. 
 

T he evening came to a poignant close when music teacher Catherine Smith was treated to her own personal serenade led by 
Sophie Betton, Amy Bowers and Helen Hutchinson (Year 11). This was their way of saying thank you for all the hard work Miss 

Smith had done in organising this wonderful concert and for the last three and a half years in general as Miss Smith sadly le aves for 
pastures new in Manchester at Easter. 


