
School re-opens for Students:-  
 

 Friday, 4 September 2009    Monday, 7 September 2009  
 for Years 7, 12 & 13   for Years 8, 9, 10 & 11 

I   hope you find the information in this newsletter interesting.  As you will 

see it has been another busy but in may ways exciting term.  It has been 

capped by the news that Louise Hamilton won the Region Final of the Teaching 

Awards and now progresses to the National Final.  We also had a second 

teacher, Coralie Magot, who received a commendation from the Teaching 

Awards.  

 

W e have a number of staff leaving at the end of term.  Mr Price (Design 

Technology) and Miss Sizer (Science) were on temporary contracts.  

Dr Smith (Science) and Miss Smith (History) are moving to posts in other 

schools, Miss Magot (French) is returning to France and Mrs Dick (ICT / 

Business Studies) and Ms McCubbin (Art) are relocating.  We wish them all 

well and thank them for what they have done for the school.  Mr Tighe has been 

seconded to the 14 -19 team next year.  Appointments have been made to fill all vacancies 

from September.  

 

T his newsletter provides information about what has been achieved this term but we 

are also looking forward to next year.  There are several exciting developments.  We 

have the new Vertical Tutoring System which we believe will offer more responsibility to 

students.  There have been several curriculum changes, including more Vocational Pathways 

at KS4 and the introduction of ôthemedõ weeksõ at KS3.   These cross-curricular links will 

reflect our special features ñthe Science College, Artsmark and International Status and 

provide exciting new challenges to the students.  

 

W e have received approval to run a new Diploma in Construction from 

2010 making us one of the few schools in the country able to do so 

and are awaiting the outcome of a substantial bid for rural funding to 

enable us to work closely with the new TCR Hub which will be located at 

the foot of our school fields.  

 

I  t has been a busy but very fruitful term and next year promises to be even more 

successful.  I think everyone deserves a good summer break and wish 

you all a good holiday.  

Paul Harrison  

Headteacher  
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Science College and Sixth Form 
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WW1 Battlefields Tripé.from 
Teesdale to Tyne Cot 

 

I  n the week before the start of the Easter 
holidays 72 Year 9 students and their 

teachers from Teesdale School set off for a 
memorable visit to the WW1 battlefields of 
Belgium. This well established visit always 
proves to be a fantastic insight into the reality of 
what people went through in the course of WW1. 
 

O rganised around the premise of slowly 
bringing our students to a mature and deep

- seated understanding and even empathy with 
what happened, the first day was spent looking at 
memorials, Diksmuide Tower, the Trench of 
Death and Sanctuary Wood, where the students 
first saw the trenches and, in the museum, 
started to get an idea of the reality of the 
conditions and casualties of the war. We then 
took the party into Ypres, known colloquially as 
Wipers by soldiers at the time. There we were all 
staggered by the sheer number of names 
engraved on the Menin Gate, and knew that this 
was a place of huge cultural and historical 
significance and to which we would return. The 
Cloth Hall in Ypres showed us what has to be 
one of the most haunting museums to warfare 
that we are likely to see in the west. Re-created 
after being razed to the ground, this museum 

encouraged us to not only make connections with 
our own experience, but also to track the life of 
an individual who was in some way involved in 
the war. 
 

T he following day we took a long drive down 
to the Somme battlefields and saw the 

splendour of the monument at Thiepval and the 
Ulster Memorial Tower where the connections 
became more real as our students began to 
make highly personal connections between their 
name and the thousands of names recorded on 
the stones. Indeed the day became highly 
personal as Mr Henderson who teaches History 
at the school and his father, who also 
accompanied us, found their relative, Leonard 
McIver, who was commemorated at Thiepval. 
Later in the day we went to the town of Albert 
where Nick Tuck was the first known relative to 
visit the grave of his great great-grandfather, 
William Coulson of the Northumberland Fusiliers. 
We also went to see the trenches at Beaumont 
Hamel to see where the Newfoundland regiment 
had faced the enemy in what was, on the ground, 
a hopeless position. Similarly, at Lochnagar the 
huge crater blown out of the chalky soil was 
testament to huge human effort for little gain. The 
day finished with a visit to the stunning Vimy 
Ridge where our students were amazed at the 
size and beauty of the sculpture. 
 

 

M any now having felt a personal connection 
with what is for most of us, a far away war, 

we moved on finally to the shocking sights at the 
cemeteries of the Allies at Tyne Cot and of the 
Germans at Langemarck where the sheer 
number of graves and the colossal human loss of 
life was, for many almost too much to 
comprehend. 
 

B ut for all of us the highlight of our visit was 
when our school was privileged to lay a 

wreath at the Menin Gate on the Saturday night, 
The ceremony takes place every evening at eight 
oô clock and five of our students proudly laid a 
beautiful wreath of spring flowers from all 
students and staff at the school. Nick Tuck, Tara 
Evans, Lauren Wheeler, Chris Rutter and Alice 
Wood, all of whom have a direct connection to 
the ceremony, behaved with great dignity as they 
laid the wreath in front of a crowd of over three 
thousand people. As the bugle sounded and then 
a solitary piper played, we were all moved and 
felt that this was the climax of an unforgettable 
experience. 

Tremendous hospitality - ʙʦʣʴʰʦʝ ʩʧʘʩʠʙʦ! 

Another visit from Russia! 
 

L ast summer (2008) we welcomed our first cohort of Russian pupils and over the year weôve hosted several more students. This summer weôve been able to host students from both St. Petersburg and Moscow due to the 

tremendous hospitality of Teesdale students and their families. We are really blessed with such a great community of 

people willing to host students and this article is to say a big thank you to the following pupils and their families;  Sarah Cockerill 

Year 10, Grace Duxbury Year 10, Anisha Harris Year 8, Rachel Charlton Year 8, Natasha Holland Year 8, Sarah Bell Year 8, Dale 

Coulton Year 7, Jordan English Year 8, Rory Lincoln Year 8, Brandon Wearmouth Year 9, Laura Hall Year 8 and Ryan Anderson 

Year 8. 
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Teesdale School Year 7 
Studentsô International Links 

with Nepal 
 

Y ear 7 students have been opening 
up international links with a 

childrenôs home in Nepal. On hearing 
that student Oliver Hamilton was visiting 
Nepal during the Easter holidays the 
year group decided that they wanted to 
support the local childrenôs home 
Rokpa. After consultation with Oliver, 
the Childrenôs home, the students and 
Head of Year, Nicole Read,  came up 
with the idea of making and donating 
pencil cases for every child as there are 
limited funds and stationary available. 
The students also enclosed a personal 

note in the pencil cases. Nicole Read 
set the students the task of fundraising ñ 
I wanted this to be driven by the 
students, they needed to plan, organise 
and make up the pencil cases 
themselves under the guidance and 
support from their Form Tutorsò. ñIt was 
so good to see the children opening the 
pencil cases ñ said Oliver.  
 

T he students thoroughly enjoyed 
both the making of the pencil cases 

and the fundraising. The target for each 
form was £50, they achieved this by 
helping in the kitchen, completing a 
sponsored run, baking cake sales, 
guess the amount of sweets in the jar 
challenge and setting up Wii and 

Playstation challenges.  Nicole 
Read Head of Year said ñ I am so 
proud of the students.  They have 
worked very hard and have shown 
a fabulous amount of commitment 
to this project and the notes that 
they put in the pencil cases were 
very touching.  They are a credit to 
our schoolò. 

From Russia with 
love  

 

A n g l o - R u s s i a n 
r e l a t i o n s  w e r e 

celebrated in Barnard 
Castle when a group of 
s tu de n ts  f r o m S t . 
Petersburg in Russia 
spent a day at Teesdale 
School.  The 10 Russian 
s t u d e n t s  w e r e 
accompanied by the 
Headteacher and Deputy 
Headteacher of St. 
Petersburg School. 
 

T he students were 
paired up with 10 

Teesdale students who 
hosted them for the day.  
Their fun packed day 
started with a traditional 
English cooking lesson 
and tasting!   The students 
learnt to make scones or 
flapjack.  After a tour of 
the school, they then had 
a dual language lesson 
before being entertained 
for lunch.   

I  n the af ternoon 
English students acted 

as guides to the local 
sights including óthe castleô 
and the Bowes Museum 
followed by shopping in 
our local shops.   Adam 
Dent who accompanied 
the students said ñ This 
was a great day, we got to 
learn some Russian and 
to show off our school and 
town.  I would love to visit 
them in Russia one dayò. 
 

T he students are 
planning to stay in 

contact via e-mail and 
Teesdale School is 
planning a more formal 
partnership with St. 
Petersburg as part of its 
In ternational  School 
status. 

International Links 

Front Left is Oliver Hamilton with the 
children receiving the pencil cases.  His 

brother, Nick is also pictured 

LðR  Alice 
Wood, Tara 

Evans, Lauren 
Wheeler, Nick 

Tuck, and  Chris 
Rutter laying the 

wreath at the 
Menin Gate. 

Pictured 
is Adam 

Dent 
with 

Sacha 



PTA Update  
 

T he PTA once again hosted 
the annual quiz night in the 

schoolôs dining hall.  Also included 
in the ticket price was a one course pie and pea 
supperðexcellent value for a good night out.  
 

O ur Quizmaster again was Andrew Nicholson 
who does an excellent job.  In addition to 

the quiz we had a game of Bingo and the Whisky 
Roll.  Although the Science and Cotherstone 
teams cleaned up with the prizes there was still a 
chance to win on the raffle with some excellent 
prizes kindly donated. 
 

I  f you didnôt manage to make it, you missed a good night!  Many thanks to all those who 
worked to make the evening a success.   
 

T he PTA provides valuable support for the 
school in order that the students can benefit 

from any of the funds raised by our hard work.  
This year we are focusing on contributing 
towards refurbishment of the school social areas. 
 

I  n September you will receive in the óStarter Packsô, a form asking you to join our 
Hundredôs Club.  By spending Ã10 you can buy a 
number and if it comes out in any of the 10 
draws carried out during the year, you have a 
chance of winning £20 or  your £10 back (more if 
your number comes out again).  Christmas has 
an extra number drawn out with a chance to win 
Ã100 so itôs worth buying a number, or more if 
you wish.  Itôs a nice surprise when that prize 
drops onto the doormat unexpectedly.  Look out 
for the forms in Septemberðyou have to be in it 
to win it!  
 

O ur next meeting is on Monday 7th 
September and will be held in the Schoolôs 

Virtual Learning Centre at 6.30pm.  The main 
agenda will be to plan for the forthcoming AGM.  
We always welcome new members and we are 
very friendly, so please feel free to come along 
and meet us. 

More International Linksé.. 

The year has been a busy one for the Modern Languages Department 
yet again:  

Theatre visits  
 

V arious theatre 
companies have 

visited the school this year to 
perform to pupils across the year 
groups, including a large number 

of pupils from local primary pupils.  

Goodbyes and Hellos! 
 

S adly Miss Magot has decided to 
return to France to seek her fortune 

in Paris.  We wish her óBon voyageô and 
óBonne chanceô.  Miss Scholfield will be 
rejoining us in September after 
having some time off to have 
a baby.  We look forward to 

her return  

Trips 
 

43  pupils and 5 staff have just 

returned from a successful trip to 

Montdidier in Northern France.  The 

group visited Amiens, Paris and the 

Asterix Park as well as doing various 

activities around Montdidier.  The 

weather was fantastic except for a violent 

thunderstorm whilst the group was in the 

Asterix Park so pupils were wet before 

enjoying the water rides!  Most pleasing 

of all for the staff, the group was 

approached by members of  the  public  to  

 

compliment them on their exemplary 

behaviour.  Well done to all! 

 

6  Year 12 pupils and Miss Magot had a 

10-day trip to 

Annecy in the 

French Alps in 

March to spend 

time in a French 

school and to enjoy 

all that France has 

to offer, including 

toboggan rides and 

fondue. 

Congratulations from Downing Street 
 

S tudents in KS3 English have recently made a big 

impact with their writing beyond the school 

setting. Miss Todd and Mrs Bishop led a project that 

saw over one hundred KS3 students contribute to the 

national óSend My Friend to School Campaignô in April. 

Teesdale School joined thousands of other schools across the 

country, using persuasive language techniques and presentational 

skills to write letters, poems and stories to Prime Minister Gordon 

Brown and other world leaders, reminding them of their pledge to 

get every child of Primary School age across the globe an Education 

by 2015.  

 

T he school received a letter of gratitude form the Prime Ministerôs office at Downing Street, thanking students at Teesdale for the 

variety of contributions and outlining the progress made with the 

campaign so far across the world, a copy of which each student who 

contributed was given to take home.  

 

A n internal competition was also held and students shared their 

contributions with each other in 

classes, the eventual winner being Zoe 

Godden from Year 7. More information 

about the campaign and the number of 

schools involved can be found at the 

óSend My Friend to School- Big Readô 

website. 

Key Stage 3 English 

Poetry Competition with Radio Teesdale  
 

T he English Department would like to congratulate Tess Bettison 
and Euan Berry, both Year 7 students who entered the Radio 

Teesdale poetry competition celebrating Teesdale. 
Tess was crowned winner in the Year 7- Year 11 

category with Euan being named a runner-up. 
Tessô prize was a tour of the radio station and a 

Radio Teesdale goody-bag. Both poems are 
available to view on the Radio Teesdale website. 

The Old Jail in Annecy 
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