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I hope you will
see from this
newsletter what an
exciting term it has
been. The new House System
is up and running and
developing well. We have had
a range of other major
initiatives such as the first of
our themed weeks and of
course standard annual events
such as the wonderful
production of Bugsy Malone.

W
however, have

four members of
staff leaving us at
the end of term. Mr
Briton and Ms lley are
moving schools and will be
sorely missed. Mrs Murdoch
who has been the mainstay of
the main office for 17 years is
also leaving and Mr
Gildersleeve, who has been a
member of the Maths
department since 1975 is
retiring. Mr Gildersleeve has
been our longest serving
member of staff and has now
taught several generations of
the same family! He had his
own style and many current
and former students will
remember him with affection.
We wish him a long and happy
retirement.

p range of issues.

Maternity leave in the New
Year. Miss Masterman will
t hen pick up
timetable. Ms Grantham has
already picked up Mr
Gildersl eeveds
appointment to replace Ms
lley is imminent.

Earlier this term Lf)

we sent out a |
guestionnaire to parents :l
seeking your views on a
We had a
very good response and | have
included with this newsletter
a summary of the replies and
information about actions that
the school is taking. We have
also established a small
working group of parents to
look at how we can further
improve our partnership with
you. If you are interested in
participating in this group, the
next meeting will be at the
PTA meeting on 18th January
at 6.30pm.

I hope that you will have
seen the updated website,
www.teesdaleschool.co.uk. We
intend to use the website to
improve communication with
parents and will be placing
copies of letters to parents
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co We welcome back Mrs
I\ Brennan from

under t he
the website. We would ask

you to look at the website

should there be any possibility

Mt a sdbaoli dlosurebfer bad

weather. We will also

use the wusual radio §
cstlatmrs,s aBM, BRG] 4
Cleveland and Radio,"“"

Teesdale to keep you “
informed.

I n many ways this has been

a very good term for us,
despite an early spate of
absence because of swine flu.
We were delighted that Louise
Hamiltonds
recognised nationally and that
we have again received
recognition for our
International  Links. We
started this term with our
best set of exam results ever
and remain very optimistic
about t he
like to thank you for your
support for the school and
wish you and your families a
very Happy Christmas .

Paul Harrison
Headteacher

E Start of the Spring Term
1 Tuesday 5th January :
! 2010 |
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WE WISH ALL OUR READERS A HAPPY CHRISTMAS

[0 0 000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000c0cccccsd

6Parent 6so

excel

current

Prospect Place Barnard Castle County Durham DL12 8HH Tel (01833) 638166 / 637507

Fax (01833) 695127 E

- mail:

office@teesdaleschool.co.uk

www.teesdaleschool.co.uk

|l ent

y €


http://www.teesdaleschool.co.uk/
mailto:teesdale@durhamlea.org.uk

International
School Award

International Links

School gains prestigious
International Award for
the second time

Teesdale School has been given a
second International Award in
recognition for its International links and
the way that it incorporates the
International dimension into the work of
the school.

e DCSF International Schools

Award has three levels and Teesdale
has been awarded the highest level,
which lasts for three years, for the
second time having earlier been
successful in 2006. The school is now
widely seen as a regional leader in
International links.

Teesdale School has developed links
with students and teachers in
schools in Belgium, Denmark, France,
Russia and the USA. It is currently
exploring a partnership with a school in
Bulgaria. In addition the school

Regional Chief Executive from Papua
New Guinea.

O\[/)er the past year, students have
een involved in visiting and
hosting students from Belgium and
Denmark while working jointly on a
project on Renewable Energies. Others
have visited the partner school in France
to carry out work experience. The
school has also hosted a number of
students from Russia who have been
learning  English. Many of the
programmes have been supported
financially by the British Council.

mmenting on the award, Paul

arrison said: 6Th
us and we are delighted to be given a
further three years of recognition. It is
important that our students have the
opportunities to link with other countries
as they will be competing globally for
jobs in the future. Through our
international work they can make new
friends and experience different
cultures. We are particularly excited that

Witton Gilbert Primary School

will have residential accommodation, will
provide more opportunities for us to
host overseas visits.

eesdale School has introduced an

International Themed Week into its
Year 7 curriculum this year (see the
report below) and is exploring the
,possib,ilitg of linking with a school _in
IBﬁlgal’ia to Geleli 4 joth %Pﬁjéct f[)ro
student s on t he
successful Construction course.

Paul Harrison was presented with the
International School Award for 2009
-2012 by BBC journalist George Alagiah
at a ceremony in London on Friday 16th
October.

school 6s

welcomes overseas visitors and recently
hosted a high profile visit from a

our partnership with TCR&6s Hub, whi ch

ys 3 and 4 gave students the opportunity to work in their
groups on their articles. Students use ICT and the

Year 7 Themed Week: October 20

eesdale School 6s very formalien cofetteddnniNewicastia éoglioduce hng priicle abew i |
October, with the focudewernapyl eds vdiyierpgdtyTRadaion ef c
week was to broaden st uduengthesThemagddveekzons in terms of t

diversity of culture of people in our region.
ring Day 5, students peeat s sessed each ot

The week started with a bang, with Kay Jemmeson! fticles and the best articles from each House were
reporter from the Teesdale Mercury coming into th@resented in front of the whole year group and the Teesdale
launch assembly to set the learning outaoragicle aboutMercury during an assembly. The students spent the afternoon
6Diversity in Newcast | e oevaluntiagthe weekandirefleciing ensheir owndearnirg,defoiee w s
Students then spent the rest of Day 1 establishing fpelipelebration assembly.
protocol s and researchi nMg di fferent
geographical, historical and religious diversity. r Childe »

Director of Humanities

Day 2 saw the whole of Year 7 embark on a study GRAfdifvator of the Year 7 Diversity week
ewcastle; this was both a fun and experience packed

day, with visits to religious places of worship, a Chinese
restaurant, the Keep, the Quayside, the city centre and the
Millennium Eye amongst others. Despite one bus breaking
down five minutes from Barney, the pupils thoroughly enjoyec
the day and collected a wealth of useful information!

aspects of Newcas:!

Modern Foreign Languages News

i
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he annual Montdidier trip is in the planning stages and thank you to all parents who

have sent in deposits. Once again we are over -subscribed and looking at how to
accommodate as many pupils as possible. You will very soon receive (or may have already
received) the next letter with dates, deadlines and forms. Please assist us by returning any
requested forms to the office as soon as possible.

Year 12 studying French and German will have the opportunity to go to France or Germany for a week's
work experience, which has proved invaluable in recent years in boosting confidence and grades.




Arts News
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Meet Our New Team!

This has been a very exciting term in the Faculty for Arts and Design. We have welcomed four fantastic ne\
(Assistant Director of Arts and Design (Technology)), Miss Hollindale (Art) Mr Newby (Design and Technol
and Miss Withill (Music). And what an impact they have made!

n construction Year 12 students are enjoying a new BTEC course in Bricklaying for the first time. Misg
Thompson took students to the Yorkshire Sculpture Park in October and Miss Withill has put heart and sdodinto our annt
Bugsy Malone. It will be with confidence that at this time nedpy@srforeone Artsmark award.
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%)34\/ Yalone
8 5 students (more than
10 per cent of the

whole school) have created

a fantastic production of the
hit childreno:
Mal oned. It has been a r e-ahning p

dancers, splurge guns, custard pies and great performances from
the likes of Jake Williams, Year 11 (Bugsy), Bethan Hewitt, Year 9
(Blousey Brown), Sarah Bell Year 9, (Tallulah) and Linden
Greener Year 11 (Fat Sam).

welcomed 220, Years 5 and 6 students into the Hall for a
matinee performance before three hugely successful evening
performances in the first week of December. None of this could
have happened without the enthusiasm and commitment of the
following staff: Mrs Nergaard (Director), Miss Withill (Musical
Director), Madame Deane (Choreographer), Presia Windsor
Smith (Stage Manager), Mr Hanson (Sound Design) and Mrs
Thompson and Miss Hollindale (Set design).

Grinton Lodge

We partly prepare for our musicals off site now with
residential early in November at Grinton Lodge Youth Hos
in Swal edal e. Read Cai tl i

Soul Band

e Soul Band toured

Belgium with the
Durham County Youth Big
Band in July, playing
outdoor gigs in the towns of
Ypres, Roselaare and the
theme park Bobbejaanlan.
eTbe astandaed wof i usic
making was truly fantastic
with foot stomping Soul,
Jazz and Rhythm and Blues
blasting out in style. Ross
Landon, in Y11 also
performed alongside other
young musicians from
County Durham in the
moving Last Post ceremony
at the Menin Gate during
which Y13 students Michael
Bedwell and Louise Ford laid

a wreath from the Durham
Light Infantry.

I he Soul Band welcomed
a

number of new
members in October and we
will  be performing at

Butterknowle Village Hall on
February 25". We are also
NodkMg forivardC @n a
workshop with Snake Dauvis,
saxophonist fr
in January and we are
entering the National
Festival of Music for Youth in
February in t
ur banbd sectio
Ferrari for more details.

e our fabulous publicity
hoto taken by Y13

student Max Clarke below.
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happenedé

fter a very bumpy bus journey, we arrived at last at abou

told us the day's plans.

! - '\?é)ntually, we were all sent to bed and told to be up for 7am the
Everyone gathered at the side of the bus to collect vario§Sbagg: moming. Breakfast was very quiet as everyone was
and suitcases and we were told to take them inside. Rooms hah&@&Bd but we were woken up by a very active outdoor ‘Bad Guys'.
sorted out on the bus, but we were told to go to the lounge ratgs s time for some more work on scenes in the lounge and a
putting our things upstairs. Once everyone was sat down, Misg\Mithglch before we had to pack up and get back on the bus.

] o ) whole play really took shape there.
irst, we all went to an outbuilding to practise the songs whilst Miss

Nergaard sorted out some of the scenes with main cast. The songs
went well and after a thorough run through of the chorus songs, we got
to hear the new main cast songs with the harmonies. Bethan and Jess
(who play Blousey and Fizzy) were brilliant and the 'singing girls' made
both songs sound amazing. Then, we had a break to sort our rooms out.
We arrived back at the lounge where we had been told to meet up and
some people were called for rehearsals whilst everyone else went to

their rooms to practise songs and lines.

n the Afternoon, we did a run through of the play in the lounge and the
dancers went to another room to practise their routines. The run
through was great as we got to see how each scene would be set out
and put definite movements to the words. We kept going through

various scenes for a few hours before heading to tea. The food
lovely and everyone had plenty to talk about but people soon heade

to turn into witches, fairies and zombies for the Halloween party!

3Se Jones (Y12) with a captive audience during the
jth‘ifcy dress party at Grinton Lodge Youth Hostel

Everyone enjoyed Grinton Lodge and it was very hard work but the



